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The Western USA has been a major uranium 
producing region since the 1940s. Few new 
deposits have been identified since the 
1980s. 
All proposed new mines in the USA seek to 
exploit deposits discovered decades ago 
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http://www.russellmeansfreedom.com/tag/cancer/ 

http://www.nrc.gov
/info-
finder/materials/ur
anium/licensed-
facilities/dewey-
burdock.html 

The  states of Wyoming and Nebraska host most of the currently licensed uranium 
production in the US currently that use in situ recovery. The Proposed Dewey-Burdock in situ mine in South 

Dakota  and most ISR mines in Wyoming and Nebraska are on land designated as “the Great Sioux 
Reservation in the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty. 
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Cameco-Owned Crow Butte In Situ Uranium 
Mine, Nebraska  
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Exploration for Mt. Taylor mine primarily 
On Federal land now in Mt. Taylor TCP 

Mt. Taylor Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) 
designated by US Government after petition by Five 
Native Tribes – Acoma, Laguna, Zuni, Hopi and Navajo. 
Two uranium mines Roca Honda and La Jara Mesa are 
currently proposed in the Mt. Taylor TCP and the 
exploration area for the Mt. Taylor mine is within the 
TCP. 
 
Roca Honda mine currently in comment period for 
2500-4000 gallon per minute mine water discharge 
from dewatering of ore zone under US Forest Service 
environmental assessment.  

New Mexico Uranium Resources are found near Mt. Taylor – a Sacred Site for Local Native Tribes  
                                                                                        - in the Grants Mineral Belt 
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http://arizonageology.blogspot.com/2012/0
7development-of-northern-arizona-
uranium.html 

www.grandcanyontrust.org 

The Grand Canyon region of Northern Arizona is a focus of uranium development and uranium challenges 
The US Government established a 20-year moratorium on new uranium exploration claims near Grand 
Canyon established and upheld against challenges. However, existing permitted mines including Energy 
Fuel’s Pinenut mine north of Grand Canyon and Canyon mine near a significant Havasupai Cultural Site – 
Red Butte are not affected. The proposed restart of Canyon Mine focus of current campaigns. 

http://blog.preserv
ationnation.org/w
p-
content/uploads/2
012/01/grand-
canyon.jpg 

http://www.pressenza.com/2013/04/call-for-a-worldwide-ban-on-uranium-
mining-as-the-grand-canyon-comes-under-threat/ 

Pinenut Mine 

Canyon Mine 
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http://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/09/f18/Defense-RelatedUraniumMinesReporttoCongress-FINAL.pdf 
 US Department of Energy, “Defense Related Uranium Mines , Report to Congress 2014 

The legacy of environmental health and natural resources damage from from the first 50 
Years of uranium mining in the US is still being addressed. 

While Utah and 
Colorado had the 
most uranium 
mines 
During the “US 
weapons-
purchase” uranium 
period from the 
1940-1971. 
Most of the 
uranium mined 
during that period 
came from larger 
mines in New 
Mexico 
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http://www.stoller.com/projects/legacy-management-support-services.php 

The US uranium legacy includes mines, mills, tailings piles and other government owned or managed sites 
across the country that are subject to remediation programs and permanent government oversight and 

monitoring  
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The Uranium Legacy in the Navajo Nation 
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http://www.sric.org/nbcs/docs/NBCS_overview_063014.pdf 
http://www.sric.org/russia_dialogue/docs/20140925/DiNEH_
presentation_for_Russian_peer-to-peer_092314.pdf 

UNM METALS Monograph 1*Uranium in Soil, Mine Waste and Spring Water near Abandoned 
Uranium Mines, Tachee/Blue Gap and Black Mesa Chapters, Navajo Nation, Arizona 

http://www.sric.org/uranium/docs/METALS_Monograph1_Final_040814a.pdf 
http://www.sric.org/russia_dialogue/docs/2014_Russia_visitRWPR_History_Composite_042412_1.pdf 

Community Environmental Health Work 
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DOE EIA data for 2013 vs. data for 2008 
US Uranium Reserves  - The amount of uranium 

mineable at a profit – reported by the Department of 
Energy (DOE) Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

have dropped by 73% since 2008.  
 

Government estimates of US uranium reserves have fallen 
dramatically as the cost of uranium mining has increased , the 

price of uranium has decreased and projected demand has 
slowed significantly. 

 
US uranium reserves, reported by DOE for the    

<$100/lb “forward cost” have fallen by 73% from: 
  1,227 million lbs in 2008 to  

        337 million lbs in 2013. 
 

In Wyoming, <$50/lb “forward cost” uranium reserves has fallen 
by 56% from from 220 million lbs in 2008 to 98.5 million lbs in 
2013 and <$100/lb uranium reserves has fallen 32% from 446 

million lbs to 308 million lbs  
  

In New Mexico (no longer reported separately by DOE),  <$50/lb 
“forward cost” uranium reserves have fallen more from 179 

million lbs in 2008 to 165 million lbs in 2013 from, for the 
southwestern states of New Mexico, Arizona and Utah. New 

Mexico’s <$100/lb uranium reserves fell >52% from 390 million 
lbs in 2008  to 189.1 million lbs including New Mexico, Arizona, 

and Utah in 2013.   

http://www.eia.gov/uranium/production/annual/pdf/dupr.pdf 

While DOE EIA “forward cost” reserves are not comparable to 
“reserves” as defined by Canadian NI 43-101 standards, “forward 
cost” reserves calculated by DOE reasonably for  separate years of 

data developed with the same method.      13 



US 2013 uranium production of  4.7 million 
lbs represents only 18.9% of licensed 
production capacity  
 
2013 US Production capacity – 
16.4 million lbs.  -In situ licensed production 
  8.0 million lbs. – licensed conventional 
production 
24.8 million lbs. -  US Operating Capacity 
 
4.7/24.8 – 18.9% Operating Capacity 
 
9.4 million lbs of additional in situ 
production in “permitting pipeline” 

  4.7 million lbs = 2,350 tons 
24.8 million lbs = 12,400 tons 
  9.4 million lbs = 4,700 tons 
 
US demand for uranium in 2013 
was about 18,000 tons. The US 
Only produced 2,350 tons from 
Licensing capacity of 12,400 tons 

Source: Uranium Red Book 2014 
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http://www.eia.gov/uranium/production/annual/pdf/dupr.pdf 

US In situ uranium mines hold licenses representing 
operating capacity of:  
16.4 million lbs. DOE reports another  
  9.4 million lbs as developing, or partly licensed, mines 

US has one licensed conventional uranium mill 
with capable of producing 8,000,000 lbs (4,000 
tons) per year at White Mesa in Utah. It owner 
Energy Fuels, Inc. reports total uranium 
production of 1,007,000 lbs. 
(http://www.energyfuels.com/_resources/AIF-2013.pdf  p. 21-
22) 

The USA has enough uranium resources 
to power its reactors but domestic 
uranium is much more expensive to 
mine and process that other uranium 
available on the world market. 
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